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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


New York Herald' is another of the important 
hich is beginning to treat us properly, and to give 
its readers information instead of jests and sneers. — Kefer- 

ing to the changed tone of Science, it says ;— 
rybody within the limits of th ised world, ‘from 
to Peru’ and elsewhere, is interested in that range of 

h are classed under the head of occultism. 

e latter days the whole matter has assumed a 
ous shape, and for the first time in history the 
-and the most thoughtful of the people, by the way 
n asking themselves whether or not there was 
hidden under the heap of rubbish, and whether 
modicum of truth might not be treated to a 
igation and made of some practical u 
ate, we have gotten well over our ridicule. The 
neers at the possibilities which are hinted at is 
sered at in return. Ridicule, which twenty or 
sago was rampant, has bitten its own lips, and 
er maintain a respectful silence. Science shrugged 
erstwhile, and Drusquely relegated Spiritualism 
ind eure and Christian Science and the claims of 
iy to the pit of superstition. 
erald' then glances at certain facts which have 
nged that, and made Science rather more 

_ Then it goes on to say ;— 
reat is the change in our scientific attitude that 
M. Bucke made some bold suggestions at a 
ng of the British Medical Association, at 

members listened not only respectfully, but 
for the subject had clearly assumed large pro- 

had come to be worth looking into. When he 

^ telepathy and clairvoyance seem to be 
of nascent faculties, and I place in the same class 
ymena of what is often named Spiritualism,’ hardly 
his shoulders or Fitted his eyebrows. 

ie ve all gone into the background, and 
itted by every thoughtful man that there is 
ind these expositions of power which is not 
Land which is worth examining. 
so far as to declare that ‘the labours of 

Í Perchical Research have made it plain that 
" exist, and he then added, with a 

audacity, which only the scientific world 


; fa sady of the case of Mrs. Piper 
Fancher, of Brooklyn, would com an, 
ee ee g 
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Our good old friend, Dr. J. R. Buchanan, has been 
advocating, very ardently, a spiritual church. He draws a 
distinction between Spiritiem and Spiritualism, and there 
is, of course, sense and method in it. The following may 
indicate what he proposes; but, in his working out of the 
proposal, he goes to great lengths, both as iconoclast and 
upbuilder ;— 


Spiritism has done its work. It has set people to thinking 
and broken the ice of conservatism ; and Spiritualism may 
find supporters. The work of building up something solid 
and permanent may begin. 

Spiritism may be content to sing hymns and dwell upon 
the fact of immortality, but Spiritualism will be contented 
with nothing less than that divine love and justice which 
realise on earth the conditions of heavenly life, which are 
reported by every returning spirit, and which have long 
been known but disregarded. : 

Unless the votaries of Spiritualism believe fully in love 
and justice, which imply brotherhood—unless they are pre- 
pared to co-operate as brothers fora nobler life than any 
church has ever attempted—they have a very inadequate 
idea of what true Spiritualism means. 


Some one has been accusing a good Spiritualist, J. C. 
Bell, of being an infidel. This is how brother Bell meets 
the charge, in * The Progressive Thinker ' ;— 

Aw I aw IwripgL! 


I believe in one God, and that God to me is intelligent 
energy which manifests itself to all things, and I am a part 
of that Intelligence, or, in other words, a son of God in the 
same and only sense that all human beings are and have 
been sons of God. 

I love all things that are bright, beautiful and joyous, 
and, above all, my fellow-man, as the highest order or mani- 
festation of intelligence. 

I am deeply grateful for all good things done by man- 
kind in ages past, and at the present time, and for all time 
to come. I hate superstition, despise creeds and detest 
dogmas. 

I believe that I have always existed, and always must 
exist in some form ; that I have reached a degree of intelli- 
gence or consciousness so that beyond this life I will know, 
as well as be known. 

L have the greatest sympathy for the sufferings of man- 
kind the world over, and in my opinion nothing will so 
much lessen them as a higher knowledge of nature and 
nature's laws and the teaching of the most practical moral 
principles of the best men of all ages. 

I believe we need more earnest work along the line of 
bettering our social condition and less speculation on ‘in- 
Te books’ and ‘ revelations’; at any rate let us look after 
that which will promote our happiness and the happiness of 
others right here upon earth. 

„I believe that the happier we are here, the ier we 
vil ticus! nad EARO Lendamiur nobts e others 
unhappy, thereby aiding others as well as myself. 

Glenville, Ohio. J.C. BELL. 


We are continually being asked: ‘If spirits are all 
about us in such numbers, and if they have such power, 
why do they not do’ this and this? Mrs. Cora L. V. 
Richmond indicated the right answer in a late Address at 
Washington, U.S.;— 

Many people ask the question ; Why do not spirits do 
thus and sr, having the power Simply because 1 is gut 
province to it ; human i 
mig as ask, why do not my 
r womanhood? Itis the 

to grow to 


of those who have attained manhood and womanhood to 
teach, to instruct, to aid, but not to grow for the child. 
People say to-day, * Why do not spirits put a stop to the 
war in Cuba, or to all of the wars of aggression ?' Simply 
because it is not their province. They could doit, Thereis 
wer in all the hosts, even to stop any and every war that 
umanity ever knew of. Why do they not ] Because 
humanity has not grown to the spirit of peace. It is your 
ques. not theirs. Though placed on tiptoe, or caught up 
y superficial means to loftier heights, it would not be real. 
Possibly the little boy who standson tiptoe when his height 
is measured is anticipating the time when he is to be taller ; 
that is a harmless deception, but it is not real growth, THe 
knows that some time Re will be that tall. It does not make 
him a whit more a man if he wears his father's boots ; all 
that will come to him as the result of growth. He who 
ambitiously tries to anticipate the whole human race is trying 
to forestall the kingdom of Heaven, which he is not willing 
to grow to. It is the ‘vicarious’ thought over again ; it is 
the shirking of one's own ignorance and condition over 


n. 
Even to-day there are people who want the spirit-world 
7 to de now that which some of the people will attain to, 
although it will come as the result of their growth, No 
spirit is permitted, by one jot or tittle, to forestall the in- 
dividual or collective growth of humanity. Prophets can 
deelare it ; seers ean perceive it, and the great leader ean 
live and suffer martyrdom because of it ; but the world 
must grow to that height by distinet advancement. 
It may be well to bear in mind that the objection sug- 
gested by the above question might be urged with much 
more force against the presence and power of God. Our 


erities had better ponder that fact. 


Mr. G. B. Stebbins, whose spirited remarks in American 
papers we are always glad to see, thus refers to the Anti- 
Spiritualist crusade in The States,—a crusade which seems 
to have our old friends the clergy at the bottom of it ;— 

This Anti-Spiritualist effort low down, in th 

of projie and old time Md. It psg m 
to reach up to the higher grade of clergy. Even if it should, 
€——— A its -— 2 none the less sure. 

ol ttionists the great body of the cle 
all sects and sections against them, Beans ende 

John denounced 
as‘ T 4 
from Maine to 


were denounced ax infidels and trai - 
‘he al over x a fit only for persecu 
now! Where is the preacher, Ne 
ee ae or dare, to preach for i eei g dione) 
" Ti the and strong conflict the churches and clergy 
= P tone gold apes uaa Pog nekoe den 
"^e i-r 
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there is not very much in it; though it is photographie a 
to the state of mind and experiences of many in these 
transforming days. 


‘The Crescent,’ a curious and lively little Mohammedan 
paper published in Liverpool, is responsible for the 
following : 


In a Christian (Roman Catholic) church in Pueblo 
Mexico, there was recently posted the following notice : , 
* Raple for Souls, lo the last Raffle for Souls tho 
following numbers obtained the prize, and the lucky 
holders may be assured that their loved ones are for. 
weed from the flames of purgatory : 
j et SIL The soul of the lawyer, 
Vasquey, is released from purgatory and ushered into 
heavenly joys. 

‘Ticket 41, 
happy for ever. 

“Ticket 762,— The soul of the aged widow, Francisca 
de Parras, is forever released from the flames of 
purgatory. 

* Another Raffle for Souls will be held at this same 
blessed Church of the Redeemer on January Ist, at whieh 
four bleeding and tortured souls will be released. from 
pargatory to heaven, according to the four highest 
tickets in this most holy lottery. ‘Tickets, one dollar, 
To be had of the father in charge. Will you, for the 
poor sum of one dollar, leave your loved ones to burn in 
purgatory for ages ?' 
his is Christianity ‘at home, where her true nature is 

most clearly seen. . It is evident that it is the same 
now as it was when monk Tetzel went through Germany, 
ling his ‘indulgences,’ which roused the indignation of 
uther and started him upon the work of the Reforma 
tion. 


Thank God, the old heartless, almost demoniac, readi 
ness to consign earth's failures to hell, is one of the vanish- 
ing things. At any rate, we are becoming more just, 
more pitiful, more human. Professor J. E. Carpenter, in 
his ‘The place of immortality in religious belief, voices, 
with exceeding keenness and tenderness, the better 
thought of our day, Referring to ‘the children of depravity 


James 


The soul of Madame Calderon is made 


whom our self-complacence calls ** outeast," he says; 
These ave our failures; are they also God's? Is He 
partner with us in giving birth to souls fit only to be ‘cast 
as rubbish to the void’? Sooner might we deem that He 
destroys the righteous than the wicked ; for the former have, 
in e fulfilled hoe a g their pature j they bar 
res to His purpose ; they have not been all unworthy 
fo Brea little while in His tedio ere they go out and are 
no more. Baj the low-minded, for whom there wasa hideous 
1 corruption, who were steeped in evil that they 
could not eo! —have these no. claim for a better oppor- 
j { oice? Can we reject their MAAA 
E from æ bondage not of their own making, 
jp to escape from the thraldom of nature, for release 
r-mastering pressure of heredity or social cir- 
»y too may begin to live as ‘sons of the 
satisfied iP they are condemned, or 
t, not so much for judgment on the 
rescue for the i Shall tho boggles 
grace impotent to seek and save! 
à perpetual appeal to the righteousness 


i» in the London 
lly known that the 
ined. in Scotland as à 
The cage which 
vho was charged 

ing to a higher 
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THE DEEPENING OF SPIRITUAL LIFE. 
A PLEA FOR FELLOWSHIP. 


ostensible bond that unites those who are likely to be 
present at the approaching Congress is that of students of 
the same seience—the study of psychical or spiritualistic 
ae ena, But I should like to suggest that such a tie 
be more or less à loose one, There ean only bea strong 
lof fellowship when those who come together are 
ted by a common purpose, a common spirit. Agree- 
ment as to the existence of a spiritual universe does not 
necessarily involve unity of spirit, or unity of effort, It is 
me that those who are agreed upon that, and nothing more, 
my unite for certain definite purposes, such as the removal 
obstacles to their freedom of action, In this way they 
overcome any legal disabilities or injustices under 
hich they suffer from those in authority or from popular 
Horance, 
Such a purpose, however, does not of itself sufficiently 
eal to our needs for it to serve as a basis of common 
Besides, the change in public opinion towards 
alists has largely rendered unnecessary any movement 
recognition of rights. 
[ B it will be admitted that unity can only be 
1 d by those who have common desires or common aims. 
T present time many who are agreed upon certain facts 
lieve they have a basis for common work. Slight reflection 
ill convince such that agreement for work is only possible 
sary when the particular facts are disputed by 
rsection of people, Let it. be supposed that the facts, 
phenomena of Spiritualism, ave universally admitted, 
e would be no one to convert to the reality of the 
meo, the mission of nineteenth century Spiritualism 
ould have been served, Yet real spiritual unity might not 
hit nearer, 
gh we are apparently a long way from such general 
n, there is a largely growing class who are begin- 
to admit the phenomena—and to ignore them. In 
"words, they have either grown beyond the influence 
nomena, and do not need the manifestations, or 
immersed in the world, and the manifestations are 
‘ficiently potent to affect their aims in life. 
it could be soon illustrated that even among those 
be present at the Congress agreement upon facts 
ereate a unity of spirit. One may agree that the 
ion of lymph creates a condition’ unfavourable to 
and yet be an anti-vaecinationist ; another may 
t certain discoveries are partially attributable to 
ions upon live animals, and yet be an anti-vivisec- 
‘another may admit the possibility of communicating 
he spirit world through a ‘medium,’ but believe that 
mal selves are the best interpreters of spiritual 


1 
rs 


ement, then, that constitutes unity of spirit is 
ommon aims and desires, That unity will be as 
universal, and as lasting as are the aims and desires 
we are animated, It is that which we conceive 
for ourselves and for humanity whieh constitutes 
the veal lasting fellowships of life. [tis the 
pirit appealing to every noble and self-forgetting 
s Emerson says: ‘Wherever the sentiment of 
in, it takes precedence of everything else. For 
nake poeury of them ; but the moral senti- 
poetry of me.’ 

he apparent, that we cannot influence the 
of others unless we ourselves. have experi- 
the satisfaction of the partial realisation 
must have had glimpses of the Promised 
mus CET of its Ar Is 
e such glimpses of the possi- 
here to unite for the purpose of 
50; but before we proceed to 
Jet us endeavour to ascertain 
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soul, We know that we live to the spirit when the love 
of all animates our work, when our faith in God or good 
is firm, and our hope abiding. We know, by experience, of 
the inner companionship which lightens our pathway, and 
saves us from impurity, intolerance, or discontent, "'o those 
who live to the spirit (whether they profess so to do or not) 
the world presents a new aspect. They see men and women 
serambling for worthless trinkets which they label power, 
position, title, wealth, and pleasure. They see that while 
men and women are so absorbed, their souls are starving. 

This, then, is our conception of the spiritual life, Tt does 
not start with the next world, but has its roots here, Bach 
one realises it as his self-desires are merged in the Eternal 
Will. 

[ urge that the time is now ripe for all with such aims 
and desires in common to organise a movement to influence 
the spiritual nature in others. 1 make this plea to Christians, 
Thoosophists, Spiritualists, and any whoare capable of work- 
ing for the spiritual regeneration of humanity without 
insisting upon a definition of faith. The spirit in which we 
work cannot be cramped into set words universally ap- 
plicable. The spirit uses words, Words do not contain the 
spirit. Such a movement would seek to construct, to affirm, 
and not to destroy, to deny. It would deal sympathetically 
with all religious faiths, striving to bring out elements of 
unity and ignoring elements of difference. 

As such a movement would aim to divert men's desires 
from material to spiritual things, its practical effect upon 
modern problems would be to make for international peace as 
against the war spirit now abroad ; respect for the claims of 
weaker peoples, as against a policy of Imperial aggrandise- 
ment ; and co-operation in industrial work as against un- 
bridled competition and class warfare. 

[t may be urged that the Spiritualist societies are already 
endeavouring to do the work which is here outlined. In the 
first place, their aim has been different. They have striven 
to give proof of the continuity of life by such external 
evidence as they could command. They claim that such 
knowledge is the precursor to more spiritual desires, In 
many cases this is so, though the belief in the continuity of 
life for the individual may, as George Macdonald points out, 
“turn us away from the fountain to the cistern of life, from 
the ever fresh original ereative love, to that drawn off and 
shut in.” In the second place, the existing societies have 
discharged an iconoclastic and aggressive duty. They have 
been largely anti-Christian in character, from the fact that 
they have been recruited from materialists of all kinds who 
in their former activities were hostile to all religious beliefs, 
This antagonism is shared by many Christian. sects which 
come into competition with them. 

Such reasons make the existing organisations unsuitable 
channels for carrying out such a movement, It remains to 
be seen whether, among those who attend the Congress, 
there will be a suflicient number impressed with the desira- 
bility of such an effort to form a nucleus of a missionary 
fellowship. 

The idea is mooted at the present time because it is 
believed that in the next few years we shall reap in warfare, 
disaster, and misery what we have sown, — Men's trust in 
their material ‘gods’ will be broken, the idols of the market- 
place shattered, and uncertainty and dismay succeed. 
Then is the opportunity for proclaiming the spiritual truths 
which ave the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever, and 
drawing men and women to a higher conception of life and 
its possibilities, That such a result will not be by the 
eflorts merely of one particular body of workers may be 
freely admitted, Our only concern is, do we recognise our 
own responsibility ? 

It is not incumbent upon me to elaborate methods of 
work ; but as suggestions may help some as to the practica- 
bility of the proposal, I subjoin the following : 

Any fellowship or organisation ereated, to be regarded as 
of a temporary character for the purpose of making a 
eie effort. No distinctive name (such as Spiritualist, 
Christian, &e.) need be adopted, 

Sympathetic relations to be cultivated with all organises 
tions or persons doing similar work, 

"The lowship to seek contributors or workers from all 
t path and where possible to arrange meetings in 
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At the conclusion of her address Miss Vino: 
a number of clairvoyant descriptions marke 
minuteness of detail As is customary r,s i 
as far as possible persons who were apparently stra: Cin š 
septs, as recipients of descriptions Althouzh a 
delineations were not acknowledged, :how whic! 
recognised were, by the closeness of leta: i characteris. 
tiom, placed beyond all reasonable cavil on the ground |: 
coincidence. 


Dering the evening, Miss Samuel sang Pinsutis 
charming song * Charity. — D.G. 
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THE CONGRESS. 


We are now within very measurable distance of the 
great event of the year for us; and we have every reason 
to believe that our friends throughout the country, and 
very many abroad, are rightly impressed with the impor- 
tance of the meetings before us. We do not, therefore, 
feel called upon to urge either attention to our call or 
desire to attend. He would be a strange Spiritualist 
indeed who could possibly fail to see the significance of 
these gatherings, or fail to wish to be present. And, even 
beyond those who may properly be called Spiritualists, it 
is almost impossible to understand how anyone with the 
slightest knowledge of psychical subjects can be indifferent 
to such a programme as is now before the world. But, 
whatever may be the state of mind or the attitude of 
individual inquirers, we have done our duty ; and now, as 
ever, we must leave results to, we will hope, wiser and 
higher powers. 

It may, however, be useful to take a general survey of 
our position ; for, in some respects, our position is different 
from that of any Society in the country. We have many 
things against us, and but few in our favour, We are at 
once misapprehended, disliked and feared, by the vast 
majority, while multitudes who ought to be with us hesi- 
tate or hide. This, to begin with, is a disadvantage ; and 
it is not made up for by the usual compensations that are 
so helpful to religious sects. We have no patent way of 
salvation to offer; we shake out no theological banner to 
the breeze; we have no sacramental rites: we have no 
imposing officials no eoveted dignities, no saered books, no 
inspired creed. The Salvation Army tambourine and ‘the 
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souls, and get a good bargain in the matter of salvation. 
or they must be set to run some other church or creed 
down, and the fighting instinct must be brought in. But 
why goon? We all know the sordid story well. 

We are far from wishing to play Pharisee, and to thank 
God that we are not like other people; but it is simply 4 
matter of fact that, for good or evil, we rely upon nothing 
but the freewill and the sympathy of those who are like 
minded. We shall shortly open our Congress doors—to 
the world. We shall ask no questions: we shall not even 
have delegates: there will be no credentials to examine; 
no list of names to scrutinise ; no tickets to secure a pass, 
Catholics and Protestants, Trinitarians and Unitarians, 
Theosophists and Psychicalists, believers and unbelievers, 
will all be welcome. Tf we avoid putting a man in Regent- 
street to cry: ‘Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters!’ it will only be because the police would not 
like it, and because we do not want to be over conspicuous, 
But that is what we mean. 

Long may that blessed freedom from authorities, regula- 
tions, dignitaries and the entanglements of excessive 
organisation, be ours! and long may it be before we learn to 
rely on anything but the sense of personal responsibility, 
courage, good sense and good will ! 

We think we have no need to urge, then ; but we invite 
all who are like-minded and all who thirst to come. The 
service on the Sunday is intended as a festival of Holy 
Communion, without external rite, a true spiritual saera- 
ment of fellowship. Its main object is to lift up our faith 
into the sphere of spiritual religion, for spiritual guidance, 
encouragement and joy. 

The meetings for study and the interchange of ideas 
will be, we are fully persuaded, a rich ‘feast of reason and 
flow of soul.’ If we might venture one word of counsel, we 
would say ;—Let the all-prevailing spirit of brotherly and 
sisterly kindness he dominant. We want freedom, out. 
spokenness and diversity ; and we do not want repression, 
timidity and cramped uniformity ; but we also want a 
loving spirit, a cheerful temper and abounding good humour. 
Let no one be reproved or reproached for an opinion ; but 
only for uncharity. The subjects on the programme are 
weighty, but not necessarily heavy. In fact, to people who 
want thoughts, not fancies ; ideas, not rhetoric; facts, not 


dogmas, the subjects promise abundant and even thrilling 
interest. 


As s our great gathering on the Friday, we can only 
aer any cool Spiritualist wants warming up in 
si a doubting Thomas is willing to try the 

bath of a mighty gathering of happy believers, let 


along as soon after seven as possible, and never 
n. It will, indeed, do us all good to 
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‘SHOULD TRANCE MEDIUMSHIP BE 
DISCOURAGED?’ 


A publie debate between Dr. Stanton Coit and Mr. W, 

E. Long was held on Sunday evening last, at the Masonic 
“Hall, Camberwell. The debate took place under the auspices 
of the South London Ethical Society and the ‘Onward 
Spiritualist Association,’ and, as it is almost needless to add, 
Dr. Stanton Coit took the affirmative, and Mr. W. E. Long 
the negative, side of the question. There was a large atten- 

l dance (computed at five hundred persons), and the proceed- 
ings were followed with keen interest. 

Mr. J. CLARKE, M.A., who presided, in the course of some 
introductory remarks, referred to the friendly feeling 
subsisting between the two societies. The Ethical Society, 

said, gave the Spiritualist Society its warmest and kindliest 
greetings. (Applause.) They might, therefore, look upon 
tlie proceedings of the evening less as a debate than as a 
conversation between two friends. 

Having announced that the debaters would each speak 
for thirty minutes, and after that would be allowed fifteen 
minutes each to conclude their arguments, the Chairman 
called upon 

Dr. Stanton Corr, who said that the question at issue 
was one relating to practical conduct—whether a certain 
practice should be discouraged or not. Had it been a ques- 
tion of fact instead of one of morals, it would have been 
outside the province of the Ethical Society. In the Ethical 
Societies, both here, in America, and on the Continent, there 

were many Spiritualists. An Ethical Society was not, 
therefore, a non-Spiritualist Society. Brictly put, his first 
point was that a state of trance (however induced) meant 
the temporary suppression of the personality of the 
l entranced person and was therefore injurious, and in 
oping his argument upon this aspect of the question, 
e the interesting admission that he was himself an 
Spiritualist. He was anxious, however, not to be identified 
that class of persons who, having ceased to belong to 
particular system of thought, made their old belief a 
ct of mockery. On the contrary, he respected his past 
etions. Proceeding, Dr. Coit said that it seemed to 
t the cultivation of, or voluntary entering into, 
nediumship was wrong. That was because he hap- 
o have a certain definite ideal of what an individual 
ng ought to do or to practise. He believed in the 
on by every human being of a self-reliant, self- 
s individuality, and that the whole of a man's life 
nd to challenge him to his central personality. We 
our self-hood every minute. Even to fall asleep 
rong if the sleep were unnecessary. It was not a 
n of Spiritualism and non-Spiritualism. It was a 
tion of the cultivation of the self-hood, and a man 
NS influence that would rob him of the 

of conseious direction of his thoughts and actions. 
second part of Dr. Coit's argument was directed 
he control by spirits of the physical organism of 
d person, it being assumed, of course, that such 
possible. There was no discussion of medium- 
] was no unconsciousness; thereforehe was not 
say whether mediumship in general should be 
The question was, should a person in a state 
himself an instrument for a spirit? He con- 
no man or woman should ever for à moment 
or her body to the control of a spirit. This 
; principle with him that it was not only a 
virit control: anybody who by superior 
ity overpowered the individuality of 
r party a wrong. In this connection 
d, with strong disapproval, a case of 
ereised by an. individual with such effect 
wmgers in publie places persons were 
unbed to the influence exerted by 


LIGHT. 989 


wrong, because they implied the surrender by the entranced 
person of that which no other person had a right to possess. 
Others might respect the disembodied spirits ; he hoped 
that all would see that at least he respected the embodied 
spirits. (Applause). 

Dealing with some of the minor aspects of the question, 
Dr. Coit said that in addressing the audience that evening 
it was the essence of dignity that there should be a simple 
self-control on his part. If he suddenly began to contort 
his features, to writhe and indicate agony (as he had so 
many times seen people do in spiritualist circles), well, that 
was contrary to his notion of the dignity of self- 
hood. In the case of Mrs. Piper, it was not only said that 
she foamed at the mouth, but they had also the statement, 
‘convulsions strong, lasted ten minutes.’ It happened some- 
times in spiritualist séances that some person present would 
exhibit symptoms of agitation, and an opinion would be 
expressed that he or she was controlled by an evil spirit. 
And then the people present would try to help and. purity 
that spirit. 

At this juneture there was applause of a. charaeter not 
favourable to the point which the speaker was evidently 
labouring to establish, and referring to this demonstration 
Dr. Coitsaid it proved. that there were persons present who 
knew that seemingly evil spirits had taken possession of 
some innocent girl or woman or man. Such cases showed 
a disrespect to the sanctity of the self-hood. 

Proceeding,the speaker said that his main contention was 
not based merely on the fact that there were convulsions and 
contortions in connection with the trance state. His main 
ground was that the organism of a spirit that might mani- 
fest itself in its own temple of the Holy Ghost was abdicated ; 
its self-control was surrendered, so that anyone who pleased 
might enter. It seemed to him that even if it were Jesus 
Christ Himself who entered, it would still be wrong. He did 
not base his objection on the ground of the manifestation of 
pain by the entranced person, but on the ground that our 
self-conscious personality was a treasure we should retain 
untarnished and inviolate. (Applause.) 

The Chairman then called upon 

Mn. Loxa, who commenced by referring to the interest 
with which he had listened to the remarks of an ex-Spirit- 
ualist on Spiritualism. As a Spiritualist only became so 
through his own knowledge based on experience, the 
attitude of Dr. Stanton Coit somewhat puzzled him. It 
might be an ethical problem, but it appeared to him (Mr. 
Long) neither philosophical nor scientific. It seemed to him 
that Dr. Coit granted the fact of mediumship, but disagreed 
with the means and methods pursued. As regarded Spirit- 
ualists, their methods might be criticised; but in all new 
sciences, in the beginnings of all great discoveries, the men 
who devoted their lives to sueh things had to suffer pains 
and penalties, and to encounter difficulties and obstructions 
in making their experiments. They were endeavouring to 
place trance mediumship on a seientifie basis; at present it 
was only in its experimental stage. 

Mr. Long then dealt with his own experiences. He had 
been a trance medium for twelve years, and he had not lost 
his individuality. He had still a backbone—(laughter)—and 
was still in possession of all his faculties. He spoke of 
things which he knew ; and they had a right to hear what 
Dr. Stanton Coit knew before he asked them to discourage 
trance mediumship. (Applause.) As a medium, he had 
already been entranced some 3,000 times, and he hoped to be 
entranced 3,000 times more. He would tell them why. 
Beeause he was formerly a secularist, and it was only by 
experiences such as these that he had received his conviction 
of the reality of a future life. — Mediumship afforded the 
only proof of a future-existence. The world was largely 
secularist or materialist because of the lack of any other 
system affording such evidence. He had not lost anything 
by his trance mediumship. He had rather gained a great 
deal. He had gained a knowledge of the future life, which 
was a continuous evolution and adjustment of the human 

ter. All the experiences he had while in the trance 
state added to his knowledge, There was no more immor- 
sate gomg to a trance than in going to sleep. 
as merely the closing of the outer senses with their 
) ica s with the object of 
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VISIONS—OR CLAIRVOYANCE ? 


(CoxTRIBUTED.) 
Hi. 
Tue Secoxp Vision. 

The second vision narrated by Mrs. Smith in her letter to 
Miss Dick Lander also occurred in the same year (1891) and on 
this occasion the tableauk recommenced apparently without 

»nition, very like the moving pictures in a camera 
obseura. First there appeared a rolling cloud of mist, out of 
whieh some distant forms emerged. As they increased in size 
and clearness a lady was first seen, clad in a long cloak with a 
hood over her head. She was making her way with difficulty 
through a storm of wind and snow, holding two children by 
the hand, a boy and a girl, also struggling with the gale, 
but all pressing eagerly forward. They had on quaint Dutch- 
looking headgear, and their hair was all blown aboat with 
the wind. The leaden sky, the wintry hedges, the snow-hidden 
read, and the anxiety and determination on the faces of the 

were all clearly seen, and just in an instant 
they vanished, to be replaced by another scene, of a huge 
building with a heavy doorway, and in front of it a soldier 
of the Commonwealth on guard. Beside him stood a youth 
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episodes in the lives of the many noble personages w} 
moulded the history of the northern kingdom between i 
eleventh and nineteenth centuries. 

Summing up these abnormal experiences, one is almos 
driven to the conclusion that the whole of them were due +, 
some kind of clairvoyance. Similar instances have often 
occurred in experiences of the writer during séances or hay; 
been related to him in conversations had with psychics, who 
are often able to reproduce whole scenes of the life pictures 
of persons with whom they come in contact, or, at all events 
relate to them notable incidents in which they or their 
relatives have been engaged ; and as this authoress in par 
tieular has long been known to possess very high psychi 
powers, one is inclined to the belief that it was asa clairvoy 
ant she saw the visions she deseribed, and that they were not 
* dream visions, but reproductions given by the members of 
the house of Grange who had * passed on,’ centuries before, of 
some supreme moments in their life history, and which thoy 
“enacted again ` for a laudable purpose, viz., the opening up 
by their clairvoyant ‘instrument’ of centuries of the family 
history of a noble line, and the production of a really interest 
ing and artistically beautiful volume, which it is satisfactory 
to learn has now passed into a second edition. 


SPIRITUALISING CONDITIONS. 


By Livan Waitrnc. 


The initiation by which one achieves the power to so 
relate himself to the universal energy as to largely overcome 
the limitations of fatigue and of time is a very positive and 
not at alla merely passive matter. Spiritual receptivity is 
not a negative attitude. It is not holding up, languid! 
empty cup, expecting that some time and some way it v 
filled without exertion on our part. Spiritual receptis 
not to be regarded as a matter of emptiness, but, rather, the 
condition of the very highest receptivity is that of the 
highest degree of spirituality. When electricity ilies f 
the static to the dynamic, leaps across any gulf or th 
any obstacle, it is not because the object to which it leaps 
is inert, but rather because it isin a highly charged state 
Which attracts the corresponding potency to itself. This 
illustration exactly portrays the condition of receiving from 
the atmosphere this current of infinite and irresistible 
energy, which enables one to achieve a vast amount of work 
in a very little time, and without exhaustion to himself. 

To come into this condition is a work involving the entire 
three-fold force of body, mind and soul. For while the 

ritual inhabits a physical body, the condition of the body 
affect, ti ly, the receptivity of spiritual 
er. The body is the temple of the indwelling spirit, 
d it hi laws which must be obeyed. The body is the 
ult of its range of attraction. It is constantly changing, 
atoms beir thrown off and new ones attracted, and 

X i one can make his body what he will. It may 

or it may be made light and subtle. As 

he vehicle of spirit, the more light and 
be made, the better it fulfils that 
aking it light and subtle are air, 

d thought , pure air is one of 
‘ » 6 ie is less appreciated. Not 
out of doors, but by keeping 

d with pure, fresh, life-giving 
ning is—in its effects, 
‘of spiritual as it is of 
more efficacious by 
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» sufficient exercise for the attainment of the finer state give the influx of Initiation! In fact, it may be laid dow 
ife. The spirit in which one takes his walks in the open asa cardinal rule that mere coming into touch with a dis- 
‘far more important than is their length, their fre embodied spirit is of no value whatever, unless that 
yeney, or their duration, , disembodied entity is on a higher plane of development. 
- The question of food is always important, and the eating ‘ Quesstor Vite’ would, of course, acknowledge this. Apply- 
staining from meat is not a merely arbitrary distinction, ing this criterion, then, let me put to him the following 
based on laws as exact as those of mathematics. question: Does he maintain that in former times an 
substance has its own rate of vibration. The vibration aspirant would stand a greater chance of being initiated 
imal life is on a far lower scale than that of human life. — into the mysteries of truth by being admitted to the sphere 
stinet with crude passions, fears, desires, all relating of the ordinary séance-room, than by being brought into 
alves to a lower plane of existence. When this food, contact with such incarnate spirits as Pythagoras, Plato, 
taken into the human body, it sets up its own range Socrates, apalane s Does he consider that the ‘Initiation’ 
mespondenees, and it builds up,—not the finer, the given by such as these at the time they lived was a * make- 
and the ethereal body, but the coarser one. Food believe delusion’! Jesus was at one time an incarnate 
dreally be taken for the subtle rather than for the spirit, and His influence must come under the category of 
body ; that is, it should be taken of such a quality ‘human Initiation” ‘Questor Vitae! would surely shrink 
e subtle body can appropriate the finer aroma, Food from applying his sweeping condemnation in that case. 
pure, light, wholesome, fits the body to respond, like And if one exception, then the whole of the footnote I refer 
tuned instrument, to the higher vibrations of spiritual — to is shown to be entirely unjustifiable, and I believe that a 
Food that is heavy and coarse unfits it to respond little more reflection, or acquaintance with actual faets, 
range, and thus clogs and imprisons the indwelling would have saved * Q.V." from falling into a position which 
Once realising this principle man can determine for cannot be defended for a moment. I willingly admit that 
f the quality and quantity of the foods that best fit there are bogus Initiations in which the candidate merely 
ress his higher life. There can be noarbitrary goes through a dead form, but that is very different from 
ls and powers vary with the individual, and saying that the human being as such is absolutely i incapable 
must, by test and experiment, determine for himself. of initiating anyone. In order to prevent any possibility 
human organism is a chemical laboratory of the most of being misunderstood, I will define what I mean by 
lex variety, and the action and reaction of food de- Initiation, and I think that the meaning I attach to it is 
on a thousand things, inclusive of both physical and the correct one. ‘It is impossible to see a truth. unless we 
which cannot be decided, in any authoritative way, are prepared for it, for we can never see anything that is 
or another. More potent, however, than any one of not in ourselves. “There is no teaching,” said Emerson, 
more potent than all combined, if multiplied a “until the pupil is brought into the same state or principle 
old, is the factor of thought ‘Asa manthinketh in which you are ; a transfusion takes place ; he is you and 
Ttis literally true. Thought shall determine his you are he; then there is a teaching.” This is the funda- 
bearing, his presence, his atmosphere. Thought mental idea of the various Initiations into the mysteries of 
so determine his power of commanding his life, rather Truth in different ages and in different countries. It is the 


y accept it at the mere drift and mercy of circum- recognition of the principle that it is only by degrees and 
steps, slow and painful sometimes, but always slow and 


gradual, that it is possible to advance in knowledge and 
power. Following from this self-evident axiom is the other 
self-evident axiom that some individuals have advanced 
more than others, and that consequently the inequality 
between this man and that man may be enormous.’ (*Yolo,’ 
p. 99.) 

Initiation, being derived from the Latin word initium, 
properly means beginning, or entering upon, and as such is 
frequently used in reference to an undert aking of any sort. 
But the greatest undertaking of all being the development 
of man, this i is the Initiation par excellence. Anyone who 
knows more than I, ean initiate me into knowledge which 
he possesses. The more complete and harmonious the 
development of the other person, the more I shall develop 


‘Soul's desire is means enow,’ 


on. ‘The soul's desire should control the soul's 
For the soul is the divine spark that remains in 
on with the divine, and may thus be trusted. 
on a lower plane has often to be denied and up- 
progress can be made ; but the soul's desire 
supreme, 

e to ‘command our life’: to recognise the fore- 
se, and select, and combine events to the 
se, isa perfectly normal condition, and it is one 
man’s duty to achieve by this high and 
living. 

vick, Boston, U 


- by coming in contact with him. ARTHUR LOVELL. 
ETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 5, Portman-street, Portman-square, W. 
ot responsible for opinions expressed by corre- a 2 
gi rry dan notagreewith The Law of Conditions. 


Sim,—I am much impressed with the thought that every 
i development we are becoming acquainted with indicates the 
Initiation. What is it? absolute necessity of our acquiring a knowledge of the ‘law 
Initiation means spiritual baptism (influx) and of conditions.’ We are inclined to take too much for 
on from within to without, then no granted. We foolishly criticise attempts of scientific investi- 
wt it to another ; as man ean only act gators who go on plodding through complexities in order to 
- Initiation, therefore, can only be reach, what they desire to find, pure truth. 
its in higher states. nin The cireumstance of elairvoyants being able to describe 
usion AE "ison, the fare of departed spirits, as present at séirnces, does not 
the Mn ne prove that these spirits are actually present. 
“There are anzels hovering round' may not be absolute 
truth. That spirits and angels exist, and from their spheres 
can project thoughts and influences, may be now accepted as 
os But their presence, even as materialistic forms, does not 
ly prove their actual proximity to the favoured who 
è being see these temporary forms. T have met 
tt Sed mediums in Glasgow and New- 
ved they weresurrounded by departed 
many pus what i Aere 
he excitement under which 
we con- 


of presenting views that may elicit discussion. 
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are conveyed through human mediums, we cannot be too care- 
ful in elimating all the personality and idiosyncrasy of the 
medium, as well as the personality and idiosynerasy of those 
with whom the medium is en apport. One occasion brings 
to my mind a proof of this. At a Sunday morning meeting 
some twenty years ago, held in the society's room at New- 
castle, there was a long waiting for the moving of the spirit. 
I was impressed to move from where I sat toan opposite side 
of the room, where it so happened there was à young man 
sitting. Immediately coming en rapport, this young man, 
under control gave a most eloquent address. Although I 
cannot now recall the particulars of that address, 
and in fact at that time had neither the thought nor ability 
to analyse, I believe that that address was to a great extent 
the expression of his own views. Control there was un- 
doubtedly, but there was a conglomeration of thoughts. 

In ‘Lacur’ there is a writer, ‘Questor Vite,’ who, I 
think, would be able to speak with authority on the law of 
conditions. His earlier papers I have not seen. Possibly the 
subject has been already dealt with. Be that as it may, I 
think the return to, and the scientific treating of, this same 
*law of conditions’ is the great question of the hour. 


Argentina. Dawn. 


Polarity of the Human Body. 

Sm.—I felt much interested in the communication on the 
above subject in your issue of May 28th, quoted from the 
“Schweizer Blatter fur Spiritismus,’ as I have made a series 
of experiments in the same direction, but never with a 
complete and satisfactory result. 

H you will allow me to intrude on your valuable space I 
should like to get the following queries answered :— 

L What form of galvanometer was used, an astatic 
needle or otherwise ! 

2 What would be the cbject of standing on glass, as 
insulation would be unnecessary ! 

3 Why present galvanometer to breast and back ! are 


Nationa! Semi-public Society. 
S — Negotiations are afoot to make a small start in the 
direction of a Membership and Friends’ Society, and, when 
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SpmrrUALISTS Lrerurr Rooms, 73, Beckro 
SuxPuERDS Busu, W.—On Sunday last a very inter, 
address was given through Mr. Bradley from D 
* Before the cock crows twice thou shalt deny Me m 
followed by very successful psychometry. N 
Mr. Peters. ‘Licutr’ on sale at our 
Hon. Sec. 

HACKNEY 
KENMURE-ROAD. 
last, Mr. W. E. Walker, of Edmonton, occupied our platf. 
his address being, ‘The Aims and Objects of Spiriti ] 
At the close he gave some successful psychometry and cl 
voyance, which were highly appreciated. N 
11 am., open-air meeting in Victoria Park; 
Whyte (‘ Evangel ’).—H. Brooks, Hon. Sec. 

SourH Lonpow SPiIRITUALISTS Mission, SURREY Mason; 
HALL, CAMBERWELL NEW-ROAD, 5 Our pi f ~ 
Sunday mornings is always well attended, : 
of questions asked by strangers goes to «ho: 
is being taken in our work. On Sunday 
we shall hold our publie circle usua 
Lyceum at 3 p.m. ; andat our evening meeting Mrs. Vin 
Bliss has kindly promised to occupy our platform 
4th our annual summer outing will take pla 
Oxshott. Tickets 4s. each, including tea. 

STRATFORD Socrery OF SPIRITUALISTS, 
Hawt, SrRATFORD, E.—Last Sunday, Mrs 
narrated some of her vast experiences, de 
Spirit Communion, historically and sci 
result of the inspiring address should be an i 
cause. Miss Bewlay, one of the founders of 
received many hearty congratulations from several old 
friends and co-workers. Our gratitude to both ladies for 
their visit was enthusiasticaliy expressed. Next Sunday, at 
7 p.m, Mr. Walker.—J. Ratsnow, Cor. Sec. 

NOTTINGHAM SPIRITUAL EVIDENCE Society, 
Harr.—On Sunday last we had the pleasure of 
two lectures delivered in the above hall by Mr 
ing, of London, and inasmuch as it is ne 
the best s ers in the cause of Spirit: ; 
behalf of the above society to bear testimony t 
lence of these lectures. Sometimes it is difficul 
favourably of our lecturers, but in this 2 
—- to speak too highly. Every ty wh 

to engage Mr. Boulding should do so.—T 
STUBES. 


NogrH LoNDON SPIRITUALISTS SOCIETY, 14, 
GEEEN-ROAD, Finspuny PARK.—At the open-air meet 


O Con Brooks, Emms, Jones and Kinsmz 

a hearty vote of thanks by the audience, pro 

by a gentleman, a non-Spiritualist, who beautifully su: 

= og ay At the hall in the evening, Mr. Jor 

t chair, Mr. we an address, and Mrs. Jones 
nfl on ‘Home,’ and made touching allus 
i on of Mr. Gladstone. 


meeting 


i 
f 
MEI 
Socrery OF SPIRITUALISTS, MANOR Rooy 
ManE-TREET, N.E.—On Sunday « 


xt'8 e 
inday 


ut 6.45 p.m., My 


and the numb 


us that interest 


npetus t 


the 


SOCIE 


STROUD 


ing o 


were 


id on Sunday, conducted by 
and Boddington. Miss Pierpo 
a very able manner, entitled ‘The 
Corelli. Our Lyceum is growing 
gs are very successful. Will any 
a library! We haves 
who cannot afford to b 
would be gratefu 

; conference at 

i ork, Battersea 
in enthusiastic meeting was 
Boddington and Mrs. Bod- 
bers and visitors during 


uy 


1898] — 
gow — Inauguration services on entering a new and 
il (Ass 2 Rooms, 136, Bath-street) were held on 
h nd 20th and June Sth, Miss MacCreadie, clair 
- of London, being specially engaged for the occasion, 
son, president of the association, gave short, 
suitable addresses for the occasion. Miss 
e's control, ‘Sunshine,’ gave over eighty descrip 
in all, the majority being recognised at once, and many 
the services. On ti » 20th ‘Sunshine’ also gave several 
remarkable tests in psychometry to strangers in the 
nee, who were much impressed by the accuracy of the 
or he last service was the best attended, floor 
being filled, showing that Miss MeCreadie's 
n Glasgow increases with better acquaintance, 
„a nephew of Miss MacCreadie, sang several 
lent style, and Miss Ethel Robertson and Mr. 
y officiated at the piano. —J. S., Secretary. 
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ES IN THE PHENOMENA 
OF SPIRITUALISM. 


By SIR WILLIAM CROOKES, F.R.S. 


the following Treatises reprinted from the ‘ Quarterly 
ond of Science.’ 

: Bpiritualism Viewed in the Light of Modern Science; 

mtal Investigation of a New Force, some further experi- 

n Psychic Force. With sixteen Illustrations and Diagrams, 
eyond all doubt the re. Í the Phenomena, 

Force and Modern Spiritualism.’ A reply to the ‘Quarterly 
* and other critics, to which is ad ded Correspondence upon 
penter's asserted Refutation of tbe Author's Experimental 

of the Existence of a hitherto Undetected Force, with two 


an Inquiry into tbe Phenomena called Spiritual, during 
1470-3." Ko which are added three lette itle 
Mediumehip,’ * Spirit-forms,’ 
King "'; the photographin 
Electric Light. ith sixtee 
scientific demonstration of he Phenomena, 
be accordion under 
while it was being played on 
indsome ornamented cloth, gilt, 5 
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